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Chairman Hon Mike Reynolds AM

Chairman’s 
REPORT

Dancenorth has been an outstanding 
regionally based dance company at a 
local, state, national and international 
level since the mid 1980’s and our 
accomplishments in 2012 have once 
again boosted our well-deserved 
reputation across Australia and on the 
international scene.

It is with that backdrop that I proudly 
present my third annual report as 
Chairman of Dancenorth.

As Chairman of the company, I would like 
to particularly thank and acknowledge Arts 
Queensland and the Australia Council for 
the triennial grants we receive and also the 
Townsville City Council for their ongoing 
support in providing Dancenorth with the 
fabulous School of Arts Building which is 
our administrative and artistic base. 
In last year’s Annual Report, I highlighted 
that there had been a high turnover of 
Directors and that the recruitment of 
specialist Directors had taken place in 
the last quarter of that year and that the 
composition of the Board would be the 
envy of other like professional companies 
across Queensland. I am delighted to 
report that all Directors, with the exception 
of Professor Steven Naylor who moved 
to Singapore, have stayed with the Board 
throughout 2012. Mr Neil Carter was 
recruited to replace Professor Naylor and 
he has brought key specialist skills to the 
Board table. This stability of Directors 
has made very measurable and positive 
differences to both the Board and the 
Company.

I would thank all Directors for their 
professionalism, dedication and input and 
particularly thank my fellow Executive 
members, Deputy Chairman Trevor 
Goldstone and Company Secretary Jan 
Pool for their outstanding contribution to 
our work. The other key members of the 
Board, Councillor Jenny Lane, Christine 
Pulvirenti, Peter Mellor and Neil Carter 
have in a like way been very committed 
Directors who added great value to our 
Board deliberations. 
As I outlined in the 2011 Annual Report, 
the Board decided to employ a Locum 
General Manager for a six month period 
to examine different aspects of the staff 
dynamic and culture and staff turnover 

rather than advertise for a new General 
Manager at the start of 2012. In that we 
regard we employed former manager of 
Dancenorth Trevor Keeling to that position 
and that has proved an extremely wise 
decision by the Board. After this six-month 
period Trevor more than met the Board’s 
expectations with a much better staff 
dynamic and culture and stability at a staff 
level. In May 2012 we formally employed 
Trevor as the new General Manager of 
Dancenorth for a three-year period and 
the Board has been extremely happy with 
Trevor once more being at the helm of 
Dancenorth! Early in 2012 Dancenorth 
also welcomed back Karin Palmer as our 
Operations Manager. Karin had been a 
valued employee of the Company for 8½ 
years leaving the Company’s employ in 
early 2010, and we were very happy to 
have her back.

As Chairman I would sincerely thank 
both Trevor and Karin for the excellent 
leadership, professionalism and 
competence they bring to the positions 
of General Manager and Operations 
Manager. From a Board perspective they 
are an excellent team and their individual 
and collective efforts are highly valued by 
all Directors.

In the General Manager’s report to the 
Board in November 2012, Trevor said, 
"looking back over the year there has 
been an amazing transformation in the 
entire organisation". The Board strongly 
concurs with Trevor’s overview of the 
2012 year and gives full credit to Trevor 
for the excellent outcomes that have 
been achieved across the key areas of 
administration, operations, production 
and marketing.

During this year Trevor has also 
successfully built on the future usage 
of the historic, heritage-listed School of 
Arts Building which has been the home 
of Dancenorth for the last 28 years. 
In a collaborative partnership with the 
Townsville City Council, major benefits are 
being achieved for the Company and for 
the CBD of Townsville city, recognising the 
synergy between the Company’s 
objectives of greater audience numbers 
and greater use of the building and the 
Council’s objective of bringing more 

people and activity back to the CBD. In a 
three-year funding partnership, the project 
has so far brought benefits to Dancenorth, 
the School of Arts and the Council.

Consolidation of work
In my two previous reports I have 
highlighted that the success of 
Dancenorth as a dance theatre company 
based in Townsville in North Queensland 
depends on our artistic direction and 
the innovation, artistic merit, flair and 
professionalism that the Artistic Director 
brings to her work. In her third year with 
the company, our Artistic Director Raewyn 
Hill has once again been recognised for 
her incredibly diverse achievements over 
2012. We have seen a very successful 
consolidation of Raewyn’s work and her 
creative dance theatre productions staged 
and admired across a range of venues 
in urban and regional Queensland 
and Australia.

Raewyn’s ability to create such a diverse 
range of programs and community 
engagement activities in her annual artistic 
program is one her greatest strengths and 
this contribution pays huge dividends to 
the company and its reputation. Raewyn 
developed an artistic program which 
produced a number of new benchmarks 
for Dancenorth. In this extraordinarily 
busy year, Dancenorth toured Mt Isa and 
Cloncurry on community engagement and 
production work, and launched the first 
regional tour of Dancenorth repertoire in 
eight years with productions in the Gold 
Coast, Mackay and Cairns. Dancenorth 
had the honour of being resident at the 
Arts Centre Gold Coast where our small 
dances/big stories program continued to 
move participants and parents.

One of the highlights of the 2012 year was 
the invitation for Dancenorth to perform 
at the Australian Ballet’s 50th Anniversary 
celebration in June in Melbourne. The 
very successful staging of Fugue in 
Melbourne over two weeks has led to 
an early remounting of this production in 
Townsville. Fugue once again illustrated 
the wonderful creativity of Raewyn in 
bringing several strands and concepts to 
dance theatre in Australia.

Once again we saw the successful 
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Hon Mike Reynolds AM 
Chairman of Dancenorth

collaboration between Dancenorth 
and the Australian Festival of Chamber 
Music with a new solo A Fall from Grace 
featuring  Company dancer Alice Hinde 
in July at their 2012 Festival in Townsville. 
In September the Dancenorth team spent 
the entire month in Brisbane where MASS 
was presented as part of the Brisbane 
Festival at the Judith Wright Centre.
These performances were powerful 
and very generously supported by the 
Brisbane audiences. Raewyn has every 
reason to be extremely proud of MASS 
as a production, with the production 
receiving a prestigious national Helpmann 
Award nomination for Best Ballet or Dance 
Work 2012.
Another major achievement this year 
was the creation of Dance Energy which 
was celebration of dance in Queensland, 
with an historic collaboration between 
Dancenorth, Queensland Ballet and 
Expressions Dance Company with each 
company sharing the stage together 
for the first time. This new initiative for 
Brisbane Festival was an outstanding 
success. Raewyn created a new work 
Allegories featuring five Dancenorth 
dancers and seven dancers from 
Queensland Ballet and Expressions.
Raewyn’s international reputation 
was once again of great benefit to the 
Company in 2012. Her initial research 
for A Fall from Grace was conducted in 
her professional development activity in 
Paris in November 2011 and this work 
is now part of Dancenorth’s Triple Bill 
touring program in 2013. Raewyn visited 
Korea this year by invitation from the 
International Society for the Performing 
Arts market after being asked to pitch at 
the conference, with MASS being selected 
by an international jury of industry 
experts to be presented as one of the ten 
productions worldwide.

It is also a great credit to Raewyn and her 
work that Sydney independent filmmaker 
Sue Healey travelled to Townsville early in 
2012 to shoot a 20 minute documentary 
film on Raewyn’s career to date. This 
documentary – entitled Virtuosi - is part 
of a 70-minute film which has been 
programmed at many festivals around the 
world, having premiered in Christchurch in 
New Zealand and was part of the program 
at the Lincoln Centre in New York City in 
February 2013.

Significant community and education
Even though this year has been a jam 
packed one in all aspects of dance 
theatre, our Artistic Director has been very 
committed to once again leading the way 
with a number of significant community 
and education initiatives within the local 
community and the regions. This saw a 
continuation of Dancenorth’s secondment 
program for tertiary training students with 
major benefits being derived by students 
through expert tutelage and practical 
industry experience. Contemporary dance 
technique classes were held with high 
schools locally as part of the Company’s 
ongoing program to develop our local 
relationships with education providers in 
Townsville.
The excellent relationship that Raewyn 
has developed over the last two years with 
the Townsville Flexible Learning Centre 
was expanded this year with similar 
collaborative partnerships developed 
in Mt Isa and the Gold Coast. The 
success of the small dances/big stories 
program has been expanded to both 
these centres guiding students though 
a learning process which culminates in 
performances by the students which are 
continually moving audiences of students, 
parents and staff.

Financial turnaround
It is with pleasure that I am able to report 
that through the improved stewardship 
of the Company over the last year that 
the Company has turned around the 
loss situation of the last two years with 
this year’s accounts showing a profit of 
$62,682. This year showed the increasing 
ability of the Company in successfully 
attracting philanthropic grants and 
sponsorship for a range of the Company’s 
work. Again I would congratulate our 
General Manager and Operations 
Manager for their diligence in ensuring 
that Dancenorth finished the year on a 
sound financial footing.
As Chairman of Dancenorth I am proud 
of what we have achieved throughout 
2012. It has been a great team effort 
with everyone collectively pitching in to 
ensure that Dancenorth retains its enviable 
reputation at a local, regional, state, 
national and international level. Much has 
been achieved though the dedication, 
commitment and professionalism 
of our staff who are led most ably in 
administration, operations, marketing and 
production by our General Manager Trevor 
Keeling and artistically by our Artistic 
Director Raewyn Hill. Congratulations to 
both Trevor and Raewyn for the excellent 
outcomes they have achieved for 
Dancenorth in 2012!
Once again I thank my fellow Directors for 
their enthusiasm and commitment to work 
hard to ensure the success of Dancenorth. 
It has been an amazing year of progress 
for the Company which augers very well 
for our programs in 2013.
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We started the year on a positive note with 
the appointment of Trevor Keeling as General 
Manager in 2010. It is a real pleasure for the 
Creative Team to have Trevor’s enthusiasm in 
the building and we all very much appreciate 
his commitment and support of the 
Company, the Artistic Team and the program. 
I would also like to acknowledge the valuable 
expertise and support of the Board of 
Directors of Dancenorth and the leadership of 
our Chair, Hon Mike Reynolds.

All that we achieved in 2012 was only 
possible with the support of our funding 
partners, our sponsors and our supporters. 
Their support creates a foundation for 
Dancenorth to continue to exist so vibrantly 
in our community and our industry. We are 
a small yet vibrant team who work endless 
hours to ensure that Dancenorth remains 
at the forefront of Australian dance. Karin 
Palmer returned to Dancenorth in 2012. I 
had the absolute pleasure of working with 
Karin briefly in 2009/2010, her enthusiasm, 
passion and commitment to Dancenorth is 
unsurpassed. Heidi Hatherell so passionately 
advocates for our work and our art form, 
and importantly for the arts in general in 
Townsville. Heidi is a real inspiration to us all.

Richard Longbottom left us to take up a 
management position at Tasdance, Tasmania. 
Richard was instrumental in the development 
and delivery of the Community and Education 
program in 2010/2011. He instigated 
many of our key Philanthropic partners, 

brokering our major partner Tim Fairfax 
Family Foundation. We miss his inspired 
leadership and his unwavering dedication 
to developing a community program with 
meaningful engagement as its core. Jeremy 
and Tracey Poi have joined our Community 
and Education Team for 2013/2014.

There are so many people that give their 
time, energy and expertise to the company 
over the course of the year.  From Bridget 
Hart and Naomi Lee for their hard work on 
the fundraising team, to Alison Ferry for 
her knowledge and support (and for even 
stuffing envelopes in the office!), to D'esley  
Smith who tirelessly archives the companies 
achievements. 

To remain at the forefront of contemporary 
art we take risks in every decision we make. 
A single creation has many contributors 
and without their shared passion and belief 
in the work we couldn’t do what we do. 
Our designer and photographers, Nikki 
Hammond, Bottlebrush Studios, Naomi Lee 
and Jacqui Ferry you all bring our work to 
life. The 2012 creative team, Micka, Mariona, 
Bosco your artistry and expertise is a 
constant inspiration for me. 

My right hand man Bradley Chatfield joined 
Dancenorth with me in 2010 and he brings 
such enormous energy and skill to our team.  
We both adore working with our company 
dancers, without them the stage would be 
empty; our creations would not exist. I am 
in awe of their unwavering commitment to 

what we do here at Dancenorth. My heartfelt 
thanks to the 2012 crew Jeremy, Tom, Alice, 
Anita, Jessie.

In 2013 we welcome Erynne Gleeson, 
Andrew Searle, Amba Pummeroy and Wayne 
Tomas to Dancenorth. The dedication, 
skill and hard work of all of the team make 
it a privilege to work here at Dancenorth. 
Together we all make asignificant and 
important contribution to the future of the 
Australian dance industry.

2012 The year in summary

With a diversity of artistic programs, 2012 
was an action packed year for Dancenorth. 
For the first time in 10 years, Dancenorth 
headed west to Cloncurry and Mt Isa, along 
with a regional tour of MASS to the Gold 
Coast, Mackay and Cairns.  Additionally, we 
toured inter-state to Melbourne in June to 
be a part of the 50th Anniversary celebration 
of The Australian Ballet. We spent a month in 
Brisbane presenting two works at Brisbane 
Festival, a truly monumental achievement for 
Dancenorth. 

Regional tour

The 2012-year was launched with the return 
of regional touring of Dancenorth repertoire. 
We were honoured to be resident at Arts 
Centre Gold Coast, where our Small Dances, 
Big Stories program continued to move 
participants and parents. Arts Centre Gold 
Coast created a short documentary of the 
week-long program. While in residence we 

Artistic Director's
REPORT
Raewyn Hill
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created six solos for the youth from Gold 
Coast Drug Council supported organisation, 
Inter Urban Arts, which we showed to a very 
enthusiastic audience on the concluding 
afternoon of the program.

Audience for the presentation of Small 
Dances//Big Stories included the Friends 
of the Arts Centre who has contributed 
financially to support program. The following 
morning was spent in the theatre where we 
premiered Dancenorth repertoire MASS to 
standing ovations. Lady Adrienne Stewart 
generously hosted a function for key 
members of the community, allowing us to 
connect to local businesses and philanthropic 
partners. Cheryl Jorgenson, Director of 
Programming at the Arts Centre said that this 
was one of the most profound weeks she 
has experienced in 25 years in theatre. Our 
time over the week cemented the Dancenorth 
relationship with Arts Centre Gold Coast. We 
are returning in 2013 with main season and 
Community & Education programs. 

We returned home to Townsville to prepare 
for our East Coast excursion, which included 
performances of MASS in Mackay, Townsville 
and Cairns. We encountered severe flooding 
after a successful season in Mackay and 
were stranded a night each in Bowen and 
then Ayr as we tried to make it back home. 
Crawling back to Townsville we were 
resigned to the fact that we had to cancel the 
Townsville season of MASS. We changed 
tact and all flew to Cairns for our scheduled 

season, where, with record audience 
numbers, our dancers delivered another stellar 
season of amazing performances at CoCA.

Following Cairns, we headed straight back in 
to the studio where we prepared for another 
Small Dances//Big Stories program, touring 
to Mt Isa, where we were to be resident at Mt 
Isa Flexible Learning Centre for a week. This 
was the first time Dancenorth had been in the 
Mt Isa community for a number of years, and 
this lack of connection with the community was 
reflected in arriving to zero pre-purchase ticket 
sales for our season of ArtVSport at the Civic 
Centre; our work certainly was cut out for us. 

Our tour to Mt Isa was an opportunity to trial 
our strategy of engaging with the community 
prior to presenting main-season work. 
With an extensive program of community 
engagement for two weeks, we hoped to 
generate local support for our performance. 
Over the time we were resident in the 
community we worked with four key partners; 
Mt Isa Flexible Learning Centre, Blue Care 
Respite Care, Mt Isa School of Dance, and 
Cloncurry State School.  We spent time 
with each provider and gave each partner 
a specifically catered project, including 
contemporary workshops, workshop for 
disabled clients, Flashmob for the entire 
school and open rehearsals. In ten days we 
generated an audience of 180 for our main 
performance. 

We enjoyed a joyous, celebratory and 
participatory performance of artVsport, 

which was created originally in 2010 for 
the Townsville community. For our Mt Isa 
performance we invited locals personalities, 
teachers from schools we had worked with, 
and even a traveling French man from the 
Caravan Park where we were staying, to 
join us on stage for the performance. We 
also invited some of the youth that we had 
engaged with over the week. A successful 
model for a regional community, the 
performance added a significant component 
to conclude a ‘township residency’ and 
re-engage with small dances//big stories 
participants.

Interstate touring
Returning back to Townsville we went 
straight into rehearsals for a new creation 
FUGUE, created for the Australian Ballet 
50th Anniversary celebration.  In 2009 I read 
historian John Waller’s A Time to Dance, 
A Time to Die, a book about the “dancing 
plague” of 1518 in Strasbourg, where men 
and women danced for days, some even to 
their death. With this as the central theme, 
within FUGUE I wanted to embody both a 
feeling of relentlessness and a communal 
experience. FUGUE  is a unison work, and 
much of the movement is derived from 
images related to the dancing plague and 
other movement disorders. Ravel’s Bolero 
seemed to me the right accompaniment, 
with its own musical journey of unrelenting 
rhythmical repetition. Reflecting the Spanish 
theme of Bolero, and providing a cover of 
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beauty for the work, FUGUE was adorned 
in exquisite clothes from Australian iconic 
designers Sass & Bide seekerState collection 
2012.
Over this time David Norsworthy joined 
us from Juilliard, New York City thanks to 
a $5,000 scholarship from Adrienne, Lady 
Stewart. Aaron Smeding joined us from WA 
and Rebecca Basset-Graham from NZ thanks 
to support from Collier Charitable Fund and 
Besen Family Foundation. During our time in 
Melbourne we held a residency with students 
at VCA, this was a valuable time for graduating 
students to watch the company in rehearsal 
and meet the company dancers. 

While the company remained working in 
Melbourne I spent a few days traveling to 
Korea for the International Society for the 
Performing Arts market. Dancenorth had 
been invited to pitch at the conference, with 
MASS being selected by an international jury 
of industry experts to be presented as one 
of only ten productions worldwide. Harley 
Stumm (an Independent Producer from 
Sydney) and I presented the 7 min pitch. 
Ironically, Adelaide Festival Centre was at the 
pitch and expressed interest in programing 
MASS in conjunction with any tour happening 
in the future in Australia. 

Townsville seasons
In July we went straight back into the studio 
for Double Bill rehearsals and the creation 

of a new solo for AFCM 2012. Double Bill, 
featuring two unique works Black Crows 
and FUGUE, with a short re-working, a re-
costuming by Australian designer Alistair 
Trung and a lighting design by the Melbourne 
design company Bluebottle, Black Crows 
presented the theme of the bonds formed 
through the experience of war for both 
soldiers and their loved ones. The work is a 
moving tribute to the camaraderie of soldiers 
and the resilience of loved ones left at home.  
FUGUE was a straight remount of the work 
created for the June, Melbourne season. 

Addressing our desire to expand our local 
audience we experimented with presenting 
Dancenorth repertoire at Riverway. This 
resulted in dividing our audiences as those 
that usually attended the city performances 
travelled to Riverway. We didn’t manage to 
attract a strong local (Riverway) audience. I 
still believe it would be worth returning, as it 
will take a few years to build the momentum 
locally, however understand that it is a costly 
investment for the company and perhaps not 
necessarily where we need to focus our local 
engagement.

‘A fall from Grace’, was created for company 
dancer Alice Hinde for the AFCM.  Initial 
research for this work was conducted in 
Paris, November 2011. Visiting the Louvre, I 
was drawn to Luca Granachs, 3 Graces for 
it’s fine balance between the masculine and 
feminine. With this image as foundation, a 
beautiful, moving work for Alice was created 
that showcased her extraordinary skill and 

power, and was costumed by Australian 
designer Carla Zampatti. This work is now 
part of our Triple Bill touring program. It was 
the first time Dancenorth had presented within 
AFCM in five years, so whilst the work drew 
some dissatisfaction from ardent ‘music only’ 
AFCM supporters, the Festival have been very 
positive about our inclusion in their program in 
the future.

Brisbane festival
september was spent in Brisbane, where we 
presented MASS as part of Brisbane Festival 
at the Judith Wright Centre. MASS was 
revisited choreographically and re-costumed 
by Sydney designer Alastair Trung. The 
Dancenorth dancers delivered extraordinary 
performances, and featuring an international 
artistic team, MASS is a powerful creation that 
I am immensely proud of. MASS also received 
a prestigious Helpmann Award nomination for 
‘Best Ballet or Dance Work 2012’. 

At the same time we rehearsed MASS we 
began a new creation for Dance Energy, a 
new initiative for Brisbane Festival. Dance 
Energy was a celebration of dance in the 
State, with Queensland Ballet, Expressions 
Dance Company and Dancenorth sharing the 
stage together for the first time. I created a 
new work, ALLEGORIES which featured five 
Dancenorth dancers and seven Queensland 
Ballet dancers. Our design team included 
designer Bruce McKinven and lighting 
designer David Walters.
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Local community engagement
we finished the year working with the 
Townsville Flexible Learning Centre, with 
small dances//big stories. We ended the 
week with three solos and a group dance, 
performed to an audience of students and 
staff from the local Flexible Learning Centre, 
as well as some of their Mt Isa counterparts 
who were in Townsville at the time. It was 
rewarding to see the two schools sharing 
the experience of the presentation.  After the 
showing we spent a couple for hours in a 
mentoring session about leadership with the 
Mt Isa FLC youth. 

Sector engagement 
throughout the year, we continued our 
secondment program for tertiary training 
students, or those who had recently 
graduated. Offering a total of four weeks 
of secondment spread over four separate 
opportunities, many young dancers benefited 
from our expert tutelage and practical 
industry experience through spending 
time in the studio with our ensemble. As 
well as a good opportunity to assess the 
quality of graduates with the view to future 
employment, having ‘secondees’ spend 
time with the company provides us a chance 
to showcase our choreographic work to 
generate publicity within the industry without 
the costs of touring.

Dancenorth were involved in a number 
of significant community and education 
initiatives within the local community. We 

provided contemporary dance technique 
classes to high schools locally, including a 
series of classes with St Margaret Mary’s 
College. Dancenorth continues to develop 
our local relationships with education 
providers in Townsville, and in 2013 we have 
a number of programs targeting high school 
engagement.

International 
over the past twelve months, our international 
profile has continued. In November 2011 I 
spent one month at the Cite des Arts in Paris. 
Over this time I researched concepts for three 
new works as well as spent time in the studio 
developing movement material for a solo. In 
January 2012 Sue Healey an independent 
filmmaker from Sydney travelled to Townsville 
to shoot a 20minute documentary on my 
career to date. Over three days we shot at 
various locations around the city as well 
as inside the Dancenorth building. This 
documentary is part of a 70-minute film 
called Virtuosi and has been programmed 
at many festivals around the world, having 
premiered in Christchurch, New Zealand, and 
is programmed at the Lincoln Centre, New 
York City in February 2013. 

Conclusion
2012 has been a productive year for 
Dancenorth, and we have an exciting 
program established for 2013. From an 
artistic perspective, I continue to strive for 
the right balance between high quality main-

stage works with significant community 
and education engagement programs. 
The artists within the company continue to 
impress nationally and internationally, with 
each of them gaining well-deserved industry 
recognition. It is with confidence that I reflect 
on the achievements of the preceding twelve 
months, and feel the company is well placed 
to continue to play an important role in the 
Australian dance industry in the coming years.

2012 Award nominations 
HELPMANN AWARDS 
MASS: Best Ballet or Dance Work

AUSTRALIAN DANCE AWARDS 
Dancenorth: OUTSTANDING 
PERFORMANCE BY A COMPANY 
for the cry and for MASS
Raewyn Hill: OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT IN CHOREOGRAPHY 
for MASS
Dancenorth: OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT IN YOUTH OR 
COMMUNITY DANCE for small dance//
big stories
Nicola Leahey: OUTSTANDING 
PERFORMANCE BY A FEMALE DANCER 
for the cry and for MASS
Thomas Gundry Greenfield: 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE BY 
A MALE DANCER for the cry
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Productions 2012
MASS
Gold Coast, Mackay and Cairns
Concept and direction: Raewyn Hill 
Choreography: Artistic team
Composer: Micka Luna (Spain)
Vocals: Jocelyn West (UK)
Cello: Gloria Coll (Spain)
Art Direction: Nueve Ojos (Spain): 
Mariona Omedes, Creative Director. 
Peter van der Zee, Producer
Research assistant: Richard Longbottom 
Style by: Raewyn Hill
Rehearsal director: Bradley Chatfield
Production manager: Victor Blakey
Dancers: Thomas Gundry Greenfield, 
Anita Hunziker, Nicola Leahey, Jessie 
Oshodi, Jeremy Poi.
Art’V’Sport
Mt Isa Civic Centre, Mt Isa
Concept: Raewyn Hill 
Rehearsal director & MC: 
Bradley Chatfield
Dancers: Thomas Gundry Greenfield, 
Anita Hunziker, Nicola Leahey, Jessie 
Oshodi, Jeremy Poi with members 
of the Mt Isa and Cloncurry communities.
Grace
Mt Isa Civic Centre, Mt Isa
Concept: Raewyn Hill 
Rehearsal director & MC: 
Bradley Chatfield
Dancers: Thomas Gundry Greenfield, 
Anita Hunziker, Nicola Leahey, Jessie 
Oshodi, Jeremy Poi with members of the 
Mt Isa and Cloncurry communities.
Fugue (viewing)
Townsville
Concept and direction: Raewyn Hill 
Choreography: Artistic team
Costumes: Sass & Bide, Paris Collection
Lighting: Ben ‘Bosco’ Shaw of Bluebottle
Rehearsal director: Bradley Chatfield
Production manager: Victor Blakey
Dancers: Thomas Gundry Greenfield, 
Alice Hinde, Anita Hunziker, Jessie 
Oshodi, Jeremy Poi.
Interns: David Norsworthy (Juilliard, NYC), 
Rebecca Basset-Graham (NZSD)

Let’s Dance: Fugue
Australian Ballet’s 50th Anniversary 
Program, Melbourne
Concept and direction: Raewyn Hill 
Choreography: Artistic team
Costumes: Sass & Bide, Paris Collection
Rehearsal director: Bradley Chatfield
Production manager: Victor Blakey
Dancers: Thomas Gundry Greenfield, 
Alice Hinde, Anita Hunziker, Jessie 
Oshodi, Jeremy Poi.
Interns: David Norsworthy (Juilliard, NYC), 
Rebecca Basset-Graham.
Double Bill
Black Crows/ 
A Fall from Grace/Fugue
Townsville and Cairns
Fugue
Concept and direction: Raewyn Hill 
Choreography: Artistic team
Costumes: Sass & Bide, Paris Collection
Lighting: Ben ‘Bosco’ Shaw of Bluebottle
Rehearsal director: Bradley Chatfield
Production manager: Victor Blakey
Dancers: Thomas Gundry Greenfield, 
Alice Hinde, Anita Hunziker, Jessie 
Oshodi, Jeremy Poi.
A Fall from Grace
Concept and direction: Raewyn Hill 
Choreography: Raewyn Hill & Alice Hinde
Costumes: Carla Zampatti
Lighting: Ben ‘Bosco’ Shaw of Bluebottle
Rehearsal director: Bradley Chatfield
Dancer: Alice Hinde
Black Crows
Concept and direction: Raewyn Hill 
Choreography: Artistic team
Costumes: Alistair Trung
Lighting: Ben ‘Bosco’ Shaw of Bluebottle
Rehearsal director: Bradley Chatfield
Production manager: Victor Blakey
Dancers: Thomas Gundry Greenfield, 
Alice Hinde, Anita Hunziker, Jessie 
Oshodi, Jeremy Poi.

A Fall from Grace 
Australian Festival of Chamber Music, 
Townsville
Concept and direction: Raewyn Hill 
Choreography: Raewyn Hill & Alice Hinde
Costumes: Carla Zampatti
Rehearsal director: Bradley Chatfield
Dancer: Alice Hinde
MASS
Brisbane Festival, Brisbane
Concept and direction: Raewyn Hill 
Choreography: Artistic team
Composer: Micka Luna (Spain)
Vocals: Jocelyn West (UK)
Cello: Gloria Coll (Spain)
Art Direction: Nueve Ojos (Spain): 
Mariona Omedes, Creative Director. 
Peter van der Zee, Producer
Research assistant: Richard Longbottom 
Style by: Raewyn Hill
Rehearsal director: Bradley Chatfield
Production manager: Victor Blakey
Dancers: Thomas Gundry Greenfield, 
Alice Hinde, Anita Hunziker, Jessie 
Oshodi, Jeremy Poi.
ALLEGORIES (Dance Energy)
Brisbane Festival, Brisbane
Concept, choreography and direction: 
Raewyn Hill
Set and costume design: Bruce McKinven
Lighting: David Walters
Rehearsal director: Bradley Chatfield
Dancers: Thomas Gundry Greenfield, 
Alice Hinde, Anita Hunziker, Jessie 
Oshodi, Jeremy Poi (Dancenorth). 
Teri Hammond, Rian Thompson, Robbie 
McMillan, Eleanor Freeman, Blair Wood 
and Tamara Hanton.
Hummingbird Cry (Dance Energy)
Brisbane Festival, Brisbane
Concept, choreography and direction: 
Cameron McMillan
Set and costume design: Bruce McKinven
Lighting: David Walters
Rehearsal director: Bradley Chatfield
Dancers: Thomas Gundry Greenfield, 
Alice Hinde, Anita Hunziker, Jessie 
Oshodi, Jeremy Poi with artists from 
Expressions Dance Theatre and 
Queensland Ballet.
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21-25 May, Dancenorth
Andre Bauer (WAAPA)
Tess Feldman (WAAPA)
Joel Fenton (indep)
Emma Harrison (WAAPA)
Annabel Sales (WAAPA)
Michelle Swallows (WAAPA)

This year we hosted 22 secondments from Perth’s Western Australian Academy 
of Performing Arts (WAAPA), Victorian College of the Arts (VCA) in Melbourne, 
NAISDA (NSW), New Zealand School of Dance (NZSD) , National College of Dance, 
Newcastle (NCDN) as well as independent dancers.

WAAPA: West Australian Academy of Performing Arts, NZSD: New Zealand School of Dance, VCA: Victorian College of the Arts

Secondments 2012

23-27 August, Dancenorth
Bridie Colquhoun (NZSD)
Megan Dunk  (indep)
Louise Henshall (WAAPA)
Louise Honeybull (WAAPA)
Thomas Kelly (NAISDA)
Jake Kuzma (indep)
Liz Masters (NCDN)
Nicola Saab (NAISDA)
Andrew Searle (NZSD)
I-Lyn Tan (VCA)
Navinda Vadanakovint (VCA)
Hannah Wong (VCA)
Annabella Zamut (NCDN)
Denzel (Shalom Christian College)
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STATISTICS AND SUMMARY 
OF 2012 ACTIVITIES

COMMUNITY & EDUCATION

dance your heart out

February to May Workshops 70
Kith & Kin, House with 
No Steps, Townsville 

Community Care Unit and 
Acquired Brain Injury Unit

7 Community & Education
150

February to May Mental Health Week 10 The Venue, Flinders Street, 
Townsville 1 Performance

small dances//big stories

5-10 March Workshops with Urban Arts Centre, 
Gold Coast 24 Gold Coast Arts Centre, 

Surfer’s Paradise 4 Community & Education

10 March Performance 6 1 Performance 93

16-20 April Workshops 40 Flexible Learning Centre, 
Mt Isa 5 Community & Education

PERFORMANCES & EVENTS

2 March Townsville City Council Arts Awards Townsville Civic Theatre, 
Townsville 1 Community 800

10 March MASS Gold Coast Arts Centre, 
Surfer’s Paradise 1 Performance 341

19 March MASS Mackay Entertainment 
Centre, Mackay 1 Performance 52

27-28 March MASS Centre of Contemporary 
Art, Cairns 2 Performance 316

9 Apr – 5 May Grace – The Exhibition Mt Isa Civic Centre, Mt Isa Exhibition
150

26 April Art vs Sport / Grace Mt Isa Civic Centre, Mt Isa 1 Performance

31 May/1 June Fugue School of Arts Theatre, 
Townsville 2 Performance Showing 259

7-16 June Let's Dance Fugue State Theatre, Melbourne 11 Performance 15,008

6 July McDonalds Dance Expo Strand Park, Townsville 1 Community 800

9-10 August
Double Bill

Black Crows/A Fall from Grace/Fugue
Riverway Arts Centre, 

Townsville 2 Performance 261

15, 17-18 August
Double Bill

Black Crows/A Fall from Grace/Fugue
School of Arts Theatre, 

Townsville 3 Performance 148

23-24 August
Double Bill

Black Crows/A Fall from Grace/Fugue
Centre of Contemporary 

Art, Cairns 2 Performance 303

3 August A Fall from Grace

Australian Festival 
of Chamber Music, 

Townsville Civic Theatre, 
Townsville

1 1 700

7-8 September MASS

Brisbane Festival 
Judith Wright Centre 

of Contemporary Arts, 
Brisbane

2 Performance 348

27-30 September
Dance Energy

Allegories

Brisbane Festival
Playhouse, Queensland 
Performing Arts Centre, 

Southbank, Brisbane

3 Performance 3,000

27-30 September
Dance Energy

Hummingbird Cry

Brisbane Festival
Playhouse, Queensland 
Performing Arts Centre, 

Southbank, Brisbane

3 Performance 3,000

SUB TOTAL 36 25,486

DATE ACTIVITY PART. LOCATION # TYPE AUDIENCE
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STATISTICS AND SUMMARY 
OF 2012 ACTIVITIES

COMMUNITY & EDUCATION

small dances//big stories - continued

8-12 October Workshops 25 Flexible Learning Centre, 
Townsville 5 Community & Education

200
12 October Performance 5 School of Arts Theatre, 

Townsville 1 Performance

workshops

21 April Workshop 40 Mt Isa School of Dance, 
Mt Isa 1 Community & Education

185
22 April Workshop 12 Blue Care, Mt Isa 1 Community & Education

24 April Workshop 122 Cloncurry State School 1 Community & Education

9 October Workshop 11 Flexible Learning Centre, 
Townsville 1 Community & Education

master classes by bradley chatfield

8 June Master Class 25 Victorian College of the Arts 1 Workshops

130

12 June 25 Victorian College of the Arts 1 Workshops

23 June 25 Victorian College of the Arts 1 Workshops

14 June 25 VCA combines with 
Tasdance and Anton, VCA 1 Workshops

15 June 25 Victorian College of the Arts 1 Workshops

15 September 5 Ausdance, Brisbane 1 Workshops

Guest teaching by bradley chatfield

7,9,16 June Class 40

With Australian Dance 
Theatre, Expressions 

Dance Company, Sydney 
Dance Company and West 

Australian Ballet

26 Workshops

26
3-21 Sept Class 450

With Expressions Dance 
Company, and Queensland 

Ballet
26 Workshops

24-30 Sept Class 350
With Expressions Dance 

Company, and Queensland 
Ballet (professional year)

26 Workshops

Guests talks/forums

10 March Pre-show forum by Raewyn Hill 20 Mackay Entertainment 
Centre, Mackay 1 Forum

443

9 June Let’s Dance post matinee forum 400 Victorian College of the Arts 1 Forum

18 Aug Post Show forum by Raewyn Hill 45 School of Arts Theatre, 
Townsville 1 Forum

15 Sept Guest talk: Thomas Gundry Greenfield 5
Ausdance, Judith Wright 
Centre of Contemporary 

Arts, Brisbane
1 Talk

22 Sept Guest talk: Bradley Chatfield 20 1 Talk

29 Sept Dance Energy post matinee forum: 
Raewyn Hill 200

Playhouse, Queensland 
Performing Arts Centre, 

Southbank, Brisbane
1 Forum

SUB TOTAL 2,035  118 1227

TOTAL 2,035  118 26,713

DATE ACTIVITY PART. LOCATION # TYPE AUDIENCE
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It has now been over 15 months since I 
returned to Dancenorth after five years 
away, and I have found that much has 
changed while in other respects so much 
stays the same.
It has been a fresh and exciting challenge to 
come back to this company which somehow 
has a mesmeric “hold” over anyone who has 
worked here and enjoyed it.  However, as I 
wrote in last year’s annual report, it is not often 
that one gets a second chance at something, 
and it has been with a fresh resolve that we 
have all passionately entered this next phase of 
Dancenorth’s development.
Before giving an overview of the year, I would 
like to thank the directors of the Board, and in 
particular our Chairman, Mike Reynolds, who 
lured me (albeit reluctantly at the time) back 
to this position.  I can say in all honesty it has 
been a joy to return and personally – and as a 
company – we are all enjoying creating what we 
do best, and having some fun along the way.
Clearly the year would not have been the same 
without the myriad of projects that our Artistic 
Director Raewyn Hill had put in place during 
2011. Consequently, 2012 saw Raewyn (to 
quote one of our funding partners) as “one 
of the busiest – if not THE busiest – artistic 
directors on Australia “, and as a result of her 
relentless dedication to her craft and to the 
industry in general, the company has been 
extremely busy artistically.
It has been a great year working with Raewyn 
and the entire team, and I would like to place 
on record my appreciation for Raewyn’s 
tireless dedication and professionalism as our 
Artistic Director. Goodness knows how many 
weekends and nights have been sacrificed 
simply through her relentless drive – and 
hopefully during 2013 she will at least have 
some regular “breaks” to regroup and recover!
The finances
The year began for me leaving no stone 
unturned and examining all aspects of the 

company including an overhaul of the budget 
and budget process, as well as looking at a 
range of management processes which support 
the work of the company. 
And, in one of the best business decisions I 
made last year, we were able to attract Karin 
Palmer back to the position of Administrator/
Operations Manager, which she describes as 
her “dream job”.  Together we have sorted out 
a great deal to everything back on to an even 
keel, and –with assistance from the Board (most 
notably Jan Pool our Company Secretary) - 
more importantly the financial systems and 
reporting mechanisms are now smoothly 
operating.
It is with some joy (and not insignificant relief) 
that we were able to report such a positive 
result this year.  Turnover in 2012 was $223,537 
more than in 2011 and we recorded a $62,082 
profit for 2012, which will make a difference to 
our reserves. 
Of course, one of the crucial issues always 
facing a company of this nature is finding 
opportunities for additional income streams, 
and to this end, 2012 saw the significant 
development for the School of Arts Theatre as 
an increasingly important venue in Townsville’s 
CBD. This increased activity has been 
designed ultimately to provide an additional 
income stream for Dancenorth, but it has now 
developed into an entity of its own, and a 
separate report attached to the Building Fund 
(which processes all this financial activity) is 
presented elsewhere in this report.
Relationship with our funders
The one good thing about returning to the 
company is that my relationships with our 
funding bodies did not have to be carved out 
from a general management point of view. It 
was with some relief on my return to find that 
the personnel at both Arts Queensland (Chris 
Bowen and Jan Irvine) and Australia Council 
(Carin Mistry) had not changed.  Their financial 
and moral support for Dancenorth continues, 
and our thanks.

A special note here to thank Chris Bowen for 
the past seven years of unstinting support for 
the company, and we wish him well in his new 
life after Arts Queensland.
I would also like to make special mention of 
our relationship with the Townsville City Council 
(in particular Shannon Chadwick), who has 
fully endorsed our belief in using our position 
as Townsville’s only fully-funded professional 
performing arts company to lead the way by 
opening our space to other performing arts  
opportunities.  
Sponsors and supporters
Dancenorth has always been generously 
supported with in-kind sponsors and 
supporters, and our thanks to them. Raewyn 
has already thanked some of the wonderful 
people who support us, and I would like to add 
my special thanks to you all.
It is difficult in these economic times to find 
sponsors who are prepared to give cash 
sponsorship, and I would like to thank Graham 
Jackson of Loloma Jewellers for coming on as 
a major sponsor this year.  This is the beginning 
of what we hope will be a mutually rewarding 
relationship.
The marketing journey
I wish it were true that we could simply create 
“and they will come. "And while we do indeed 
believe in our own Field of Dreams, getting 
our message out “there” always presents 
something of a challenge. And at no time is this 
more interesting than now with marketing trends 
presenting a major personal and professional 
journey over the past year, as I came to grips 
with the changes that have manifested itself in 
this evolving industry in the last five years.
To start with, we had adopted the usual 
combination of television, radio and print 
advertising during 2012, but in retrospect the 
results that this traditional combination yielded 
were limited. It was only due to the expertise of 
our marketing consultant, Heidi Hatherell, who 
has done a magnificent task over the last year. 

Note from the
GENERAL MANAGER

Trevor Keeling
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It is so refreshing to work with someone who 
is so passionately committed to the arts. She 
demonstrated quite clearly that the social media 
is now the most cost-effective marketing tool to 
get out message out there. I must admit that it 
took some time for this media dinosaur to “get 
it”, but the data does not lie.
Also long overdue, the Dancenorth website was 
re-designed in early 2012 and has contributed 
to the re-invigoration our marketing branding, 
along with Facebook which allows our 
supporters to remain close and become closer.
Community and education programme
One of the great joys about working in this 
creative business is being reminded when we 
have many special moments that really put 
the “why” back into the reasons why we do 
what we do. And for me to see the journey 
that the disengaged youth made in the small 
dances//big stories community and education 
programme was one of those this year.  
There are strong connections between the 
mainstream programme and the community 
and education programme which serves the 
main programme rather than operating as a 
separate entity. And this is to without doubt to 
Raewyn’s clarity of thought which permeates 
throughout her artistic planning, and nowhere 
is this more noticeable than in this part of her 
artistic programme. 
The success of the community and education 
programme during 2012 was due to the 
combined efforts of Raewyn and our former 
Community and Education Manager, Richard 
Longbottom. The sterling work that Richard 
did during 2011 not only attracted more than 
$125,000 in philanthropic funding for 2012, 
but this funding also sowed the seeds for an 
extremely successful community and education 
programme which has now been expanded 
during 2013.
Thanks also to Richard and Raewyn, we are 
now firmly aligned with the Tim Fairfax Family 
Foundation, which has seen the effectiveness 

of what we are achieving in this programme that 
we are now receiving significant funding to build 
our capacity.
In October we were thrilled to bring Jeremy Poi 
from full-time dancer to the community and 
education programme, along with his partner 
Tracey Buchanan.
Production
In recent years, attracting production people 
to work in a regional environment has always 
presented a significant challenge to us in 
Dancenorth.  During 2011, the Production 
Manager role was filled by Victor Blakey who left 
us in September.  We were fortunate, though, to 
take on local girl Amba Pommeroy in a casual 
capacity later in the year and this has resulted to 
a full-time position as Venue Manager in 2013.
In November we were able to announce the 
appointment of our new Production Manager, 
Wayne Tomas, who has joined us from 
Brisbane.  He has spent many years in the event 
and theatre industries and first came across 
our work (which he admires) at the Brisbane 
Festival last year. Great to have a new energy in 
the building.
Fundraising
Fundraising during 2012 was a bit of a hit-and-
miss affair.
Undoubted hit of the year were the new Spring 
Fling held in November which saw local ladies 
donating and putting their designer gear up for 
sale (or re-sale) in a fresh and engaging idea put 
forward by Bridget Hart and Naomi Lee.  Karin 
Palmer – in her customary manner – supported 
the entire day by working out the system of 
payments, and plans are afoot to present the 
idea as a fundraiser on an annual basis.
Following the heels of the successful Breakfast 
At Tiffany’s film showing in 2012, we attempted 
to duplicate the ideas by creating events out of 
the showing of films.  Casablanca went well in 
April, but The King and I suffered from a clash 
with a Cowboys home game. (Enough said). The 
evenings were enjoyed by all who came, but we 

have decided not to go ahead with these any 
longer.  A great deal of effort for very little return.
However, I would like to record my thanks to 
the Fundraising Committee: Peter Mellor (chair), 
Bridget Hart, Naomi Lee, Heidi Hatherell and 
Karin Palmer. 
The building
Regular visitors to the School of Arts will 
have noticed some interesting renewal to the 
building. Amazing what a coat of paint can 
do!  After all, peeling paint does not a good 
impression make!
The bar has been re-painted and Dancenorth 
has taken on the management of the bar which 
is slowly proving to be quite lucrative (bring on 
the full houses!)
The stairwell and the upstairs room have also 
received a refreshing coat of paint, and the 
dreadful old partitions in the upstairs room have 
been removed, floor sanded, and windows 
attended to with venetian blinds.  The whole 
effect has been quite dramatic.
Summary
A great deal has been achieved over the past year, 
and while there is still more to do, thinking back 
over the year’s achievements has been quite a 
challenge in itself.   The most important aspect is 
that it has been a team achievement and without 
everyone making their own contribution to the 
overall, it would simply not work.
In addition to those mentioned above – and all 
of whom I thank - I would also add my thanks 
to Bradley Chatfield (our inimitable rehearsal 
director whose humour is great to around); 
and of course the team of dancers whose 
athleticism continues to astound.
In closing, I would just like to extend my 
appreciation to everyone who has contributed 
to Dancenorth during 2012 and we look forward 
to an equally successful 2013.
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The Directors submit herewith accounts 
for the company for the financial year 
ended 31 December 2012.
There were eight Board meetings held in 
2012 and the numbers in brackets indicate 
the number of meetings attended.
The Directors of the company in office 
during the year were:-
Mike Reynolds (8 of 8)
Trevor Goldstone (7 of 8)
Jan Pool (8 of 8)
Neil Carter (4 of 5) (incoming)
Clr Jenny Lane (7 of 8)
Peter Mellor (4 of 8)
Prof Stephen Naylor (2 of 3) (outgoing)
Christine Pulvirenti (7 of 8)
Ex officio
Trevor Keeling (8 of 8)

Changes to the Board during the year
Directors held  office  for the entire year 
unless otherwise noted below in Particulars 
of Directors.

Principal activities
The principal activity in which the company 
was engaged during the year was that 
of a professional contemporary dance 
company. There  were  no significant 
changes in those activities during the year.

Result of operations
The net profit from ordinary activities for the 
year ended 31 December 2012 was a profit 
of $62,682 (2011loss was $92,024). No 
income tax is payable.
The accumulated funds of the company 
have increased from $232,028 to $311,810. 
This is after providing for employee 
entitlements for Long Service Leave and 
accrued Holiday pay.

Dividends
The  company is a non-profit  
organisation and payment to members is 
prohibited.

Review of operations
The operations of the company during 
the year were not affected by  any 
circumstances of a material nature. There 
have been changes in the management 
structure with the new General Manager.  
It is not expected that these changes will 
impact unfavourably on the company.

After balance date events
No matters or circumstances have arisen 
since the end  of the financial  year,  which 
significantly affected or may  significantly 
affect  the operations of Dancenorth, the 
results of those operations, or the state of 
affairs  of Dancenorth in subsequent 
financial  years.

Particulars of Directors. 
Since the end of the previous financial  
year  no Director of the company has 
received or become entitled to receive 
any  benefit  (other than the fixed  salary 
of full-time  employees of the company) 
by reasons of a contract made by the 
company or a related corporation with the 
Director  or with a firm of which the Director 
is a member, or with a company in which 
the director has a substantial financial  
interest.

The particulars of the Directors are as 
follows
All elected Directors are Members of 
the Company and act as Directors in an 
honorary capacity.

Hon Mike Reynolds AM, Mike is currently 
Adjunct Professor with the Public Policy 
Institute at the Australian Catholic 
University’s Canberra Campus, Patron of 

Youth With A Mission Medical Ships 
Australia (YWAM  MSA), and  a Director 
of the North West Rural Health Medicare 
Local Board. He has been Chairman of 
Dancenorth since 2010. He has been a 
Member and Deputy Chairman of the 
NQ Electricity Board; Member of the 
5th Festival of Pacific Arts  Board; 
Chairman of TORGAS; Chairman of 
Townsville Port Authority, Chairman of ACT
Vocational Training Authority; Independent 
Chair of Townsville Marine Resource 
Advisory Committee.
He has had a long and positive association 
with Dancenorth and as Mayor of 
Townsville took part in the official launch of 
Dancenorth in the mid-1980s with the late 
Ann Roberts. Mike
was the State Member for Townsville and 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly from 
1998 – 2009. His Ministerial appointments 
included Minister for Child Safety, Minister 
for Emergency Services and Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Premier in NQ. He was also 
Mayor of the Townsville City Council from 
1980 – 1989.

Trevor Goldstone Deputy Chairman
He has held a range senior executive 
positions and directorships for over 25 
years and brings extensive professional 
experience to Dancenorth. Trevor is 
currently Director of Business Development 
and Operations with the Faculty of Law, 
Business and the Creative Arts at James 
Cook University.
Prior to taking up this appointment, 
Trevor was Chief Executive Officer  of 
Townsville Enterprise Limited where he led 
a multi-disciplinary team of economists, 
marketers and project managers in the task 
of developing and diversifying the North 
Queensland regional economy.

For the year ended 31 December 2012

Financials
DIRECTOR'S REPORT
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Mike Reynolds, Chairman Jan Pool, Director

He has held other senior positions in 
South Australia including General Manager 
City Business at Adelaide City Council, 
CEO of Orana Incorporated, CEO Aged & 
Community Services SA/NT and National 
Director of Marketing and Development 
with Diabetes Australia.
Trevor has had significant board 
experience, which includes six years as 
President of the Spastic Centres of South 
Australia, and is currently a Director of 
Regional Development Australia (RDA) 
Townsville & North West Queensland.
He is a member of the Australian Institute 
of Company Directors and the Australian 
Institute of Management.

Jan Pool, (Company Secretary)
A director Dancenorth since November 
2011 and Company Secretary since 
December 2011. Chair of Finance, Audit 
and Risk Committee and Member of 
Executive Committee. 
Jan brings to the Board extensive 
experience in financial management, 
risk assessment and audit in a number 
of industry sectors. She is currently 
Commercial Manager for CopperChem and 
previous to that was Financial Controller 
at Boulton Cleary & Kern Lawyers. She 
has also held the role as Compliance 
and Audit Managers  at Queensland 
Country Credit Union from 1999 to 2008 
and was appointed Company Secretary 
for the Credit Union and the associated 
Queensland Country Health Fund from 
2003 to 2008 and a Member of the 
Performance and Risk Management 
Committee.

Cr Jenny Lane.
Chair of the Community and Lifestyle 
Committee of the amalgamated Council 
since 2008 and  has been a resident of 
the region since 1980. Jenny served as 
a Councillor with the former Thuringowa 
City Council from 1994 to 2008. She is an 
Associate Fellow of the Australian Institute 
of Management and a Graduate member 
of the Australian Institute of Company 
Directors.

Dr Stephen Naylor 
An Associate Dean Teaching and Learning 
– Faculty of Law, Business and Creative 
Arts, James Cook University. His education 
includes a Doctor of Philosophy, Master 
of Arts and Bachelor of Education. His 
employment history includes from 2005-
2009 Senior Lecturer in Visual arts/new 

media and director of learning and teaching, 
School of Creative arts, JCU; Sessional 
lecturer/tutor – visual arts contemporary 
theory at Monash; and on-going is an arts 
reviewer for Australian journals. He also has 
experience as an artist and curator. Has re-
located to Singapore for JCU.

Christine Pulvirenti 
has been a very active community arts 
volunteer and professional in North 
Queensland for 40 years. She has been 
a member of the Federal Government’s 
inaugural Regional Arts Advisory Panel; 
a Board member of the Australia Council 
from 2002 – 2005; Chair of the Multicultural 
Advisory Committee of the Australia 
Council 2002– 2005; Board member of the 
AFCM from 1998 – 2002 and from 2005 – 
2009; RADF committee member; and TCC 
Sister Cities Forum. She is also a violin and 
piano teacher.

Peter Mellor
Director, Dancenorth, November 2011 and 
Chair, Fundraising Committee.
Peter had 20 years experience as an 
Executive of the Queensland Government 
providing leadership in business, industry 
and regional economic development 
service delivery and previously held General 
Management positions with manufacturing 
companies in Melbourne and Brisbane.
Peter held previous roles as Chair of the 
Australian Centre for Tropical Freshwater 
Research at James Cook University, Board 
Director of Townsville Enterprise Ltd. for ten 
years, appointed to numerous Queensland 
Government advisory boards and held the 
position of adjunct senior lecturer at James 
Cook University.
Peter is currently the Chair of the Finance 
Committee at St. Patricks College 
Townsville and a former executive officer of 
the Arcadian Surf Life Saving Club for eight 
years.

Neil Carter
Neil has been working in the 
international architectural profession 
for over 20 years creating competition 
winning and award winning designs as 
well as managing projects. Neil also 
works as a consultant with a renewable 
energy company, working on energy 
demand reduction management 
Neil's interest in the environment has 
led him to contribute to the centre 
for excellence in tropical design and 
passive design seminars.

Neil and his wife Sabine moved 
to Townsville from Europe 6 years 
ago and brought their passion for 
the arts with them and have since 
then supported the local visual and 
performing arts. They are members 
of many galleries, music and 
performing arts groups, attending 
exhibitions, concerts, dance and 
theatre performances were possible. 
Neil's love of music of most kinds 
also comes from him being a 
musician having played drums semi-
professionally for independent bands 
in England and abroad. 
Neil is also now in his fourth year as 
president of the Pimlico SHS P&C and 
is president of Ecoville Townsville Inc.

Environmental Issues
The company’s operations are not regulated 
by any significant environmental regulation 
under a law of the Commonwealth or of a 
state or territory.

Indemnities
No indemnities have been given or 
insurance premiums paid, during or since 
the end of the financial year, for any person 
who is or has been an officer or auditor of 
the company.

Leave of Court
No person has applied for leave of Court 
to bring proceedings on behalf of the 
company or to intervene in any proceedings 
to which the company is a party for the 
purpose of taking responsibility on behalf 
of the company for all or any part of those 
proceedings. 

Legal Proceedings
The company was not party to any such 
proceedings during the year.

Auditors Independence Declaration
A copy of the Auditors’ Independence 
Declaration is set out immediately following 
this report.
Signed in accordance with the resolution of 
the directors made on 19 February 
April 2013.

On behalf of the Directors:
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Financials
North Queensland Ballet and 
Dance Company Limited 
Audited Financial Statements

31 December 2012
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These Reports are to be read in conjunction with the attached audit report of WHK NQ.

Income Statement
For the year ended 31 December 2012

North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678
Lead Auditor’s Independence Declaration 

Under Section 307c Of The Corporations Act 2001

Townsville WHK NQ 
19 February 2013 RJ Dunstan, Principal
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These Reports are to be read in conjunction with the attached audit report of WHK NQ.

North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678

Balance Sheet
As at 31 December 2012
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North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY
As at 31 December 2012
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North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678

STATEMENT OF CASHFLOWS
As at 31 December 2012
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North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678
Notes to and forming part of the Financial Report

For the year ended 31 December 2012

North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678
Notes to and forming part of the Financial Report

For the year ended 31 December 2012
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North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678
Notes to and forming part of the Financial Report

For the year ended 31 December 2012

These Reports are to be read in conjunction with the attached audit report of WHK NQ.

North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678
Notes to and forming part of the Financial Report

For the year ended 31 December 2012
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These Reports are to be read in conjunction with the attached audit report of WHK NQ.

North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678
Notes to and forming part of the Financial Report

For the year ended 31 December 2012



North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited Trading As Dance North ABN: 98 010 440 678  dancenorth.com.au 27

North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678
Notes to and forming part of the Financial Report

For the year ended 31 December 2012
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These Reports are to be read in conjunction with the attached audit report of WHK NQ.

North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678
Notes to and forming part of the Financial Report

For the year ended 31 December 2012



North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited Trading As Dance North ABN: 98 010 440 678  dancenorth.com.au 29
These Reports are to be read in conjunction with the attached audit report of WHK NQ.

North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678
Notes to and forming part of the Financial Report

For the year ended 31 December 2012
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These Reports are to be read in conjunction with the attached audit report of WHK NQ.

North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678
Notes to and forming part of the Financial Report

For the year ended 31 December 2012
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North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678
Notes to and forming part of the Financial Report

For the year ended 31 December 2012
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North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678
DIRECTOR'S DECLATATION

For the year ended 31 December 2012

Dated this 19th day of February 2013
Mike Reynolds Jan Pool
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Townsville WHK NQ 
5 March 2013 RJ Dunstan, Principal

Independent Audit Report to the Members of the
North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Limited ABN 98  010 440 678
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School of 
Arts Theatre

Including North Queensland Ballet and Dance 
Company Building Fund Financials

For the year ended 31 December 2012

ANNUAL REPORT
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This is the first report given specifically 
about the School of Arts Building and 
the fresh approach we have taken not 
only to open the venue up to present 
much more than we have done in the 
past, but which also demonstrates 
Dancenorth taking a leading position to 
encourage other art form practices in 
North Queensland.

For some time now I have been aware 
of the incorrect notion in the community 
that “nothing happens at Dancenorth. “ 
This perception is largely due to the fact 
that – unlike theatre (for example) that will 
rehearse a written script, we create our 
own work here from scratch, which takes 
long periods of time.  As the theatre also 
happens to be our studio, it also means 
that the theatre is in daily use, and this 
therefore means that the theatre remains 
“dark” for long period of time.
I have a personal belief that there is 
nothing worse than a “dark” theatre, but 
evolving this approach came about as a 
result of a series of circumstances that 
emerged during 2012.  We found that 
the theatre would be idle for extended 
periods of time as the dancers were away 
a great deal during the year, and from a 
Dancenorth management perspective, 
we also needed to find ways to generate 
additional income for the dance company.  
But, like so many things, this could 
not happen without the support of the 
people at Dancenorth, and this has been 
supported by all of us, most notably by 
Raewyn Hill who has seen the sense in 
this development.

Making better use of the space
We felt that this presented a great 
opportunity for the School of Arts Theatre 
to re-visit the original charter of the long-
defunct School of Arts Movement which 
began in the mid-19th century and “thrived 
as a centre of local community life.”  
Also known as the Mechanics’ Institute 
Movement, the centres were set to 
engender in the community “a passion 
for science, rationality and popular 
improvement.”
Just as the original movement sought 
to engender a passion for science, so 
the School of Arts Theatre seeks to 
engender a passion for the arts, and 
what better place to do this but at the 
home of Dancenorth?  And by doing so, 
greatly improving the quality and variety of 
contemporary art forms in Townsville and 
– ultimately (though not in the first year) – 
to produce a profit that will contribute to 
Dancenorth’s bottom-line.
With the full support of the Board, the 
decision was made then to open the 
theatre to make better use of the space, 
situated as we are in the central business 
district of Townsville.  
The strategy
Using very little additional resources – 
in fact we began to stretch our limited 
resources quite significantly – our strategic 
approach during the year included:-
• Programming the theatre during times 
when the theatre was not be used by 
Dancenorth.

• Registering as a presenting member of 
Artour, the official touring organisation for 
professional product in Queensland.
• Opening the theatre to be available for 
hire to present arts forms such as film 
and community events, we also hire the 
theatre to a range of community hirers. 
Council funding
In consultation with the Council, we 
applied for and received a generous 
three-year seeding fund grant from 
the Townsville City Council (a total of 
$75,000 diminishing over three years) to 
programme and partially re-furbish the 
theatre the theatre.  I am pleased to report 
that Council continues to enthusiastically 
support this development as not only does 
it see this as a valuable contribution to 
cultural fabric of life in Townsville, but also 
making optimal use of Townsville’s oldest 
existing theatre. 
To that end, during 2012 we were able to 
partially re-furbish the theatre foyer and 
the upstairs reception room as well as 
setting aside a sum to programme the 
theatre with other professional product 
and market the new concept.
Theatre
Presenting theatre at the School of Arts 
is a key element to the programme mix, 
and during the year we were able house 
two significant theatre programmes 
including the residency of TheatreiNQ and 
presenting the international Short+Sweet 
Theatre Festival for the first time.

Trevor Keeling, 
General Manager

REPORT
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Residency to TheatreiNQ
It is a source of constant amazement to 
me that when the time is right, things fall 
into place.  But it is also a personal belief 
that when something or someone in the 
arts needs a helping hand, then it should 
be willingly given and we at Dancenorth 
are in a prime position to be able to do 
that.  After all the arts is not the exclusive 
domain of any particular genre.
So, early in 2012 we learnt that emerging 
professional Townsville theatre company, 
TheatreiNQ, was looking for a home, and 
we immediately offered them one. It was 
truly a pleasure to offer the two forces 
behind the company – actors Terri Brabon 
and Brendan O’Connor – the ability to 
expand their company and its work. 
The company combines professional 
actors with community actors and, 
working around Dancenorth’s needs, was 
able to see us as their “home”, using the 
studio and rehearsal rooms for rehearsal 
space and ultimately performances.  
Having presented its non-Shakespearean 
productions in other venues over the 
years, it was a particular thrill to see 
company’s inaugural production at the 
School of Arts - When the Rain Stops 
Falling.  This extraordinary production 
attracted large and appreciative audiences 
and it was a privilege to be able to present 
such a high standard of theatre in this 
building and to continue to support the 
company.
At the beginning of 2013 we signed a two-
year memorandum of understanding with 

TheatreiNQ which will see the company 
continue to present their productions 
here.  The company has also recently 
found its premises in South Townsville, 
and will continue to present its non-
Shakespearean work here.
Short+Sweet Festival
We are always conscious of the fact that 
the part of our strategy is to involve the 
community, so we were glad to be able 
to offer the space what will become the 
annual Short+Sweet Theatre Festival 
staged at the School of Arts Theatre 
during the third weekend in November 
each year.
Branded as “the biggest little play 
festival in the world”, it is a festival of 
short 10-minute plays, presenting a 
range of entertainment in one evening 
which all feature local directors, actors 
and playwrights.  Nine productions 
featuring more than 50 local actors and 
representing a diversity of community 
groups took part in the Festival which 
was brought to us by Brisbane-based 
Queensland actor/director Sean Dennehy, 
who visited us in July with an Opera 
Queensland community initiative (more 
about this later).
Festival founder Mark Cleary came to 
Townsville for the first Queensland festival 
to be held north of Brisbane.
Music
Opera Queensland
We discovered that Opera Queensland 
ran a series of workshops for the Over 

50s, and we thought this would be a great 
idea for Townsville.  As all serendipitious 
things do, it so happened that Opera 
Queensland was planning a youth opera 
workshop in Townsville and had already 
received foundation funding and were 
obligated to interact with another sector of 
the community.  Along comes the School 
of Arts wanting the company to do the 
Over 50s workshop – and before we knew 
it, the entire building was given over to 
a week of music and song workshops 
in early July, culminating in a free 
performance at the end of the week.
Newly-appointed Opera Queensland 
artistic director, Lindy Hume, paid us 
a visit and this has resulted in a major 
collaboration between Dancenorth and 
Opera Queensland.
Our thanks to the team at Opera 
Queensland, and also thanks to JCU for 
lending us the grand piano for the week.
Music presentations
During the year we also presented 
three different music nights: renowned 
Spanish guitarist Andrew Vievers; folk 
and blues guitarist Tim O’Brien who 
brought Townsville’s Guitar Orchestra in 
to accompany him for part of the evening, 
and one of the best nights of jazz I have 
heard in a long time: Brisbane singer 
Ingrid James appearing with the American 
band the San Francisco 7. 
Film Festivals
The annual Flickerfest was seen in 
February – again attracting large 

Far left: Brendan O'Connor in 
When the Rain Stops Falling. 
Photo by Chrissy Maguire.

Left: Spanish guitarist Andrew Veivers

Above: Tim O'Brien
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audiences – and we also screened for the 
first time the WOW Film Festival (also a 
short film festival which specialises in the 
work of women film-makers). 

Managing resources

Ticketing
Any venue needs to have a good ticketing 
system, and our administrator, Karin 
Palmer, quickly took on the challenge of 
making the newly-acquired SeatAdvisor 
ticket system work for us.  She has 
spent hours poring over the manuals 
and improving the online booking service 
which is crucial to the success of the 
venue.
Human resources
Operating a theatre is quite different to 
operating just the dance company, but I am 
pleased to report that our human resources 
are so far coping with the additional 
responsibilities.  To this end in 2013 
we appointed Amba Pommeroy as our 
Venue Co-Ordinator, predominantly taking 
responsibility for the non-Dancenorth 
productions, and Beau Draper has ably 
taken over the operations of the bar.
My thanks to everyone at Dancenorth who 
has contributed to this extension of our 
activities.
Equipment
The Board has also recently approved 
the expenditure to upgrade our visual 
projection equipment and audio 
equipment, which will be reflected in our 
2013 figures.  
The finances
As this new endeavour required a division 
of resources – financial and otherwise – it 
therefore made sense for us to utilise the 
existent Building Fund mechanism to 
record and report the financials.  
There was obviously significantly more 
activity shown in this year’s figures, which 
although showing a loss of $32,022, 
records $82,022 more turnover than in 
2011.  
There was a significant amount of building 
maintenance and purchase of equipment 
that was needed this year – particularly 

as we have taken on the operation of the 
bar, which will in the long term produce a 
reasonable profit.
Where to from here?
It takes some time for the community to 
be “aware” of a venue offering a range of 
entertainment, so despite a community-
driven campaign in The Sun newspaper 
during the year, we found that people were 
extremely slow to pick up the concept – 
not to mention book for the shows. 
During the year we made a lot of mistakes 
– which included the cancellation of 
a number of programs because of no 
bookings at all – and it was a struggle 
to “find our niche” in the entertainment 
landscape of Townsville.  However, thanks 
largely to lengthy discussions with our 
ever-present marketing person, Heidi 
Hatherell, we identified that we were going 
to identify ourselves as two things:-
• As a presenter of contemporary arts
• Always presenting something different.
So, in 2013, armed with fresh resolve, 
and a new contemporary branding that 
is precisely where we are headed.   And, 
as may have been noticed from this new 
branding, it is the School of Arts that 
will now present everything that takes 
place in the theatre, including the works 
of Dancenorth.  Branding ourselves in 
this manner increases the awareness of 
audiences to the venue, encourages return 
visits and clearly defines that Dancenorth 
as a company and not as a theatre venue.
The year ahead is packed with a diversity 
of entertainment, which includes the 
Dancenorth productions; five theatre 
productions from TheatreiNQ; film 
festivals; the Classic Film Club screening 
monthly mini-film festivals; three 
subsidised presentations through Artour; 
fundraising concerts for us by 1RAR Band, 
the Short+Sweet Theatre Festival and a 
host of community events.
So, it quite easy to see that the School of 
Arts is a place “there is always something 
different.”

Above: Jazz singer Ingrid James

Top: Terri Brabon in 
When the Rain Stops Falling 
Photo by Chrissy Maguire
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24- 26 February Flickerfest  21st International Short 
Film Festival

Australia’s international short film festival.
Three programmes shown:

Australian Shorts
Comedy Shorts

International Shorts

5 Film 417

6-16 June When the Rain Stops Falling
Inaugural production at 

School of Arts by TheatreiNQ
10 Theatre 838

25-28 June Opera Workshops
Youth workshops

Opera for the Over 50s
8 Opera 48

29 June Performance
Free performance featuring soloists 

from Opera Queensland and 
workshop participants

1 Opera 121

13-14 July 18th WOW Film Festival

A short film festival that promotes 
and awards the talents of women 

directors, producers, writers, editors and 
cinematographers in the Australian film 

industry and internationally.

2 Film 105

25 August Andrew Vievers
The Rhythm Method Tour. 

An evening of Spanish guitar
1 Music 66

28 August Ingrid James with San Francisco 7
Featuring Bill Wattrous. Renowned Brisbane 

singer with band from the USA.
1 Music 52

15 September Fret Busters
With guitarist Tim O’Brien featuring 

Townsville Guitar Orchestra
1 Music 51

22-24 November Short+Sweet Theatre Festival
First to be held in Townsville featuring 
local playwrights, actors and directors 

in 10 minute plays
3 Theatre 227

TOTAL 32 1,925

STATISTICS AND SUMMARY 
OF 2012 SCHOOL OF ARTS ACTIVITIES

DATES PRODUCTION DETAIL #  GENRE AUDIENCE
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When the Rain Stops Falling 
Photo by Chrissy Maguire

Far right (opp. page):  
When the Rain Stops Falling 
Photo by Chrissy Maguire
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Financials
North Queensland Ballet and Dance Company 

Building Fund Audited Financial Statements
31 December 2012
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North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Building Fund
Income Statement

For the year ended 31 December 2012

These Reports are to be read in conjunction with the attached audit report of WHK NQ.
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North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Building Fund
Balance Sheet

As at 31 December 2011

These Reports are to be read in conjunction with the attached audit report of WHK NQ.
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These Reports are to be read in conjunction with the attached audit report of WHK NQ.

North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Building Fund
Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Report

For the year ended 31 December 2012
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These Reports are to be read in conjunction with the attached audit report of WHK NQ.

North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Building Fund
Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Report

For the year ended 31 December 2012
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North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Building Fund
Statement by Members of the Board

For the year ended 31 December 2012

Dated this 1st day of March 2013 Trevor Goldstone Clr Jenny Lane
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North Queensland Ballet & Dance Company Building Fund
Independent Audit Report to the Members of the

For the year ended 31 December 2012

Townsville WHK NQ 
5 March 2013 RJ Dunstan, Principal
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