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MEDIA RELEASE 

For immediate release 

DANCENORTH SECURES IAN POTTER FOUNDATION FUNDING SUPPORT  

 

Dancenorth are thrilled to have recently secured funding through The Ian Potter Foundation to support the Dancenorth 

Artistic Capacity and Leadership Development Program. The newly established three-year program will provide myriad 
opportunities to dancers and dance makers by way of residencies, mentorships, secondments and employment. This can only serve to affirm 
the Company’s growing position as a regional epicentre for collaboration, innovation, artistic exchange and excellence.  

The Artistic Capacity and Leadership Development Program further galvanises Dancenorth’s position as a regional 

leadership organisation. Through the program, Dancenorth aim to continue to foster deep meaningful relationships with 

emerging dancers, choreographers and art makers through the provision of structured professional development 

opportunities, supported by a team of highly qualified practitioners.  

"Dancenorth is poised and ready to deliver the Artistic Capacity and Leadership Development Program. We are 

proudly based in Townsville, North Queensland and anchor our programs with a strong connection to place. This 

coupled with a sincere commitment to increasing the capacity of the arts sector through thoughtfully conceived 

professional development opportunities ensures that Dancenorth is well positioned to realise the suite of programs 

generously supported by the Ian Potter Foundation." - Hillary Coyne, Dancenorth Executive Director. 

The Ian Potter Foundation is one of Australia’s major philanthropic foundations. The Foundation makes grants nationally 

to support charitable organisations working to benefit the community across a wide range of sectors including the arts, 

environment, science, medical research, education and community wellbeing. The Ian Potter Foundation aims to 

support and promote a healthy, vibrant, fair and sustainable Australia. 

Throughout the three-year program, Ian Potter Foundation support will enable Dancenorth to facilitate a number of 

initiatives including: 

 Hosting 13 Artist Residency in the Tropics (A.R.T.) focusing on diversity, cross cultural practice, dance and 

community engagement.  

 Provide professional development / mentorship for Dancenorth's ensemble  

 Provide reciprocal opportunities for independent choreographers to work with / on the Dancenorth ensemble; 

exploring their practice in a full-time company setting.  

 Deliver an extensive secondment program working with over 40 young artists from Australia and New Zealand 

through individual secondments and an annual secondment week.  

“The Ian Potter Foundation is delighted to support Dancenorth as they are an outstanding organisation who have a 

strong commitment to supporting contemporary dance across Australia. This multi-faceted program will support the 

careers of artists living in regional areas and provide pathways for young people and emerging practitioners into 

careers in dance outside of metropolitan areas”, said Lady Potter AC, Governor of The Ian Potter Foundation. 

<ENDS> 

INTERVIEWS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST WITH  

Kyle Page and Hillary Coyne  

 
FUNDING 

Dancenorth is supported by the Queensland Government through Arts Queensland. Dancenorth also thanks the Tim 

Fairfax Family Foundation, The Ian Potter Foundation and the Townsville City Council.  

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Dancenorth acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land and sea on which we operate, The Wulgurukaba and 

Bindal people. We pay respect to their elders past, present, and future. 


