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MEDIA RELEASE  

For immediate release  

DANCENORTH FEATURES CENTRE STAGE AT THE 

COMMONWEALTH GAMES OPENING CEREMONY  

Dancenorth Artistic Director Kyle Page and Associate Artistic Director Amber 

Haines showcase Queensland talent, delivering exceptional choreography 

of the Opening Ceremony performance HOME. 

 

Viewed by a global television audience of up to 1.5 billion, the Gold Coast 2018 

Commonwealth Games Opening Ceremony was the biggest celebration the Gold Coast and 

Queensland had ever seen. 

 

In November 2017, GOLDOC Chairman, Peter Beattie AC announced Dancenorth’s Artistic 

Director Kyle Page as a Segment Director of the Opening Ceremony. Kyle Page and 

Dancenorth’s Associate Artistic Director Amber Haines have since been developing the work 

HOME, which touches on the ethos of freedom, innocence, diversity and optimism. 

 

When speaking about the creative conception of the work, Mr Page commented “Life on earth 

is a multitude of diversity exploded forth from stars – HOME celebrates the rich, intrinsic 

tapestry of humanity that share this uniquely hospitable planet. We are all intimately 

connected, both to each other and to nature… We all breath the same air - as Migaloo.” 

  

“We have a responsibility to future generations, our children, to look after our Home, to leave 

it in a better place than when we arrived.” 

  

“Our children are the future custodians of this planet and they bring with them fresh 

perspective, playfulness, insight and wonder. It is their curiosity, creativity and sense of 

adventure that will lead us to answer the most pressing questions of our time,” said Mr Page. 

 

During the development process Mr Page and Ms Haines worked closely with GC2018 Project 

and Artistic Director David Zolkwer. When speaking about the composition of the 

performance, Mr Zolkwer commented “This is a celebration of our shared Home and our 

essential connectivity to everyone and every place, as symbolized by the white whale, 

Migaloo. Migaloo serves to remind us that, whoever we are and wherever we are, we live in 

the same place; we share the same fantastic planet; we are all connected. Despite our 

apparent differences, we are all simply a part of the human race and "our island in a cosmic 

sea" is our shared home.” 
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Minister of the Arts the Honourable Leanne Enoch said the work of Queensland visual artists 

added an additional wow factor to the Commonwealth Games Opening Ceremony. 

 

“It’s fantastic to see the arts take its place alongside sport as a major drawcard for visitors as 

we celebrate the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games,” Minister Enoch said.  

 

“Staging an event of this scale has provided our local creative community with not only the 

chance to tell and celebrate our local stories but also has provided the wonderful opportunity 

to share skills and develop their practice,” Ms Enoch said. 

 

 “Festival 2018 will leave a lasting legacy for the Queensland arts and cultural sector in a 

program spanning theatre, music, visual arts, street performance, music, dance, circus, film 

and more,” Ms Enoch said. 

Accolades for Dancenorth include receiving the 2017 Sidney Myer Group Award, an Australian 

Dance Award (Best Community Dance Award), a Greenroom Award (Best Ensemble If_Was_) 

and two Helpmann awards for the MFI Commissioned work Attractor (Best Dance Production 

and Best Choreography in a Ballet, Dance or Physical Theatre Production). 

  

In addition to the Opening Ceremony success, Dancenorth also premiered new work SURGE 

as part of Festival 2018, the arts and cultural program of the Gold Coast 2018 

Commonwealth Games (GC2018).  

 

Specially commissioned for the Roundabout Stage, SURGE combines high-powered 

choreography by Gabrielle Nankivell, the athleticism of 5 dancers, and a dramatic soundtrack 

by Luke Smiles / motion laboratories.   

  

Festival 2018 Gold Coast Co-Creative Director Yaron Lifschitz says he expects SURGE will 

attract both critical and popular acclaim.  

  

“SURGE is by far one of the most exciting choreographic works and Dancenorth is certainly 

one of the most exciting contemporary dance companies in the country at the moment.”  

  

“The work is thrilling in the way it combines the energy of sport and the beauty of dance, and 

that gives SURGE broad appeal,” Mr Lifschitz said.  

 

Acclaimed guest choreographer Gabrielle Nankivell - who spent a decade working in Europe 

before returning to Australia to collaborate with the likes of Sydney Dance Company and 

Australian Dance Theatre - says SURGE explores our relationship with nature.  

  

“From the beginning of time, humans have been mesmerised by the forces of nature; the 

hypnotic paradox of beauty and violence that rages within the elements.  
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“In SURGE I wanted to explore physically, instinctively and subconsciously – how we as 

humans respond to the tension and euphoria of natural energy,” says Gabrielle.  

“Audiences will see the new work SURGE from the award-winning Dancenorth, and an 

exciting program of events from Bleach Festival, which is presented on the Gold Coast this 

year as part of Festival 2018,” Ms Enoch said. 

 

“I encourage Queenslanders to embrace the celebrations, engage in Festival 2018 and 

support our local and visiting artists,” Minister Enoch said. 

  

 

SURGE GOLD COAST 

Date: Thursday 5 - Sunday 8 April 2018  

Time: Thu & Sat 7.30pm + 10.30pm; Fri 3pm + 5pm; Sun 6.30pm + 9pm   

Duration: 30 minutes  

Venue: Roundabout Stage, Cnr Surf Parade and Victoria Ave, Broadbeach   

Tickets and Bookings: Free event, no bookings required  

 

SURGE TOWNSVILLE 

Date: Thursday 12th April 2018 

Time: 6.30PM and 8.00PM   

Duration: 30 minutes  

Venue: Uncontained, Strand Park 

Tickets and Bookings: Free event, no bookings required  

 

For full program details and more information on Festival 2018 visit gc2018.com/festival2018.  

  

  

<ENDS>  

 

 

   

INTERVIEWS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST WITH   

Amber Haines, Kyle Page and Gabrielle Nankivell 
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ABOUT DANCENORTH  

 

As a major champion of the arts in regional North Queensland Dancenorth balances a 

dynamic regional presence with a commitment to creating compelling contemporary dance 

that tours the globe.  Led by Artistic Director, Kyle Page, Dancenorth is an integral part of the 

Australian dance ecology making a significant contribution to the dance sector and building 

literacy around contemporary dance nationally.  

   

Dancenorth is fast becoming one of Australia’s leading contemporary Dance Company having 

presented work under Kyle Page’s Artistic Direction (since 2015) in over 11 International Arts 

Festivals and venues around Australia and the world. As a model for making outstanding art 

in a regional community, Dancenorth has received several accolades including; Australian 

Dance Award (Best Community Dance Award), a Greenroom Award (Best Ensemble If_Was_) 

and two Helpmann awards for the MFI Commissioned work Attractor, (Best Dance Production 

and Best Choreography in a Ballet, Dance or Physical Theatre Production) along with 

numerous other nominations.  

   

Dancenorth empowers and supports artists by providing a creative hub for many artistic 

voices including a diverse range of choreographers, guest collaborators, artists in residence 

and dancers. Alongside our professional ensemble and touring productions sits an equally  

vital pillar of focus, the Enrichment Projects. Dancenorth works with diverse and minority 

communities across Queensland using dance to support, enhance, inspire and heal - bringing 

communities together.  

 

GABRIELLE NANKIVELL BIOGRAPHY  

 

Gabrielle Nankivell is an Australian director and performer with formative ties to Europe. 

Working independently and commissioned by leading dance companies and training 

institutions, Gabrielle also maintains a collaborative creative practice with composer Luke 

Smiles.   

  

Gabrielle's work has been widely presented across Australia, Europe and Asia by Adelaide  

Festival Centre, Arts House, Cankarjev Dom (Slovenia), Carriageworks, Esplanade Theatres  

(Singapore), Festival d'automne (France), High Fest Yerevan (Armenia), Klapstuk (Belgium), 

Lyric Theatre (Hong Kong), Roslyn Packer Theatre, Theatre Royal Hobart, The Joyce (NYC) & 

The Place (London) amongst others.   

  

2016/17 commissions include Wildebeest for Sydney Dance Company, nominated for a 2017  

Helpmann Award for 'Best Choreography in a Ballet, Dance or Physical Theatre Production', 

Order of Things and Focus for Frontier Danceland Singapore and Thorn for Tasdance. She also 

created Scatter Study: rethrown and Cat Derivé as Artist in Residence (Contemporary Dance) 

at the Hong Kong Academy of Performing Arts.  
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Split Second Heroes, her latest, independently produced full-length work, premiered at the 

Adelaide Festival Centre in July 2017.  

  

Gabrielle also provides choreography and movement consultancy across stage and film 

productions. Recent engagements include State Theatre Company of South Australia's The 

Popular Mechanicals, Windmill Theatre Co's multi award-winning School Dance and Girl 

Asleep and internationally acclaimed Australian feature film Girl Asleep, directed by Rosemary 

Myers.  

       

As a dancer Gabrielle honed her dance career in Europe performing for Belgian artists  

Alexander Baervoets and Ultima Vez/Wim Vandekeybus and collaborating with Jurij Konjar 

(Slovenia), Raul Maia (Portugal) and Thomas Steyaert (Belgium). She has also lived and 

worked in Germany and Denmark. Since re-connecting with Australia through her own 

projects Gabrielle has performed with Australian Dance Theatre, Branch Nebula, Chunky 

Move/Gideon Obarzanek, Gavin Webber, Regurgitator, The Farm and Torque Show amongst 

many others.   

  

Gabrielle has been awarded several coveted international choreographic residencies and is 

the recipient of the Marten Bequest Travelling Scholarship, two Impulstanz Vienna DanceWEB 

Scholarships, the inaugural Keith Bain Choreographic Travel Fellowship and the 2015 Tanja 

Liedtke Fellowship.  

  

Gabrielle trained with Jacqueline Tucker in Adelaide and holds a Bachelor of Dance (Victorian 

College of the Arts), a Master of Arts in Writing (Swinburne University) and a foundation level 

teaching certificate in Ashtanga Vinyasa Yoga.  

  

  


