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MEDIA RELEASE 

For immediate release 

DANCENORTH A.R.T. RESIDENCY PROGRAM 2018 

Indigenous Cross-artform Residency 

For the first time, Dancenorth in partnership with Pryce Centre for Culture and Arts is expanding its 

Artist Residency in the Tropics (A.R.T.) Program to offer opportunities to Queensland based 

Indigenous community groups and individual artists seeking support for an arts-related project.  

 

This inaugural Indigenous Cross-artform Residency presents the unique opportunity to utilise the 

Dancenorth studio space for a period of two weeks to undertake a project across any artform.   
 

The successful artist for Dancenorth’s 2018 Indigenous Cross-artform Residency has recently been 

announced as Zane Saunders. Zane will join Dancenorth in October and will use the opportunity 

to continue developing choreographic and conceptual content for his new work Spirit.  

"This opportunity will allow for further investigation of Spirit, a project that will encourage 

Indigenous Australians to see the importance and relevance of culture and our inherent 

Spiritualities which are essential to our survival and connection to our lands. My intention is to draw 

on local Contextualised Aboriginal Spiritualities for the purpose of restoring the spiritual base of our 

people for their wellbeing into the future." Said Zane. 

Throughout the residency I will undertake creative research and development, artistic exchange 

and dialogue, community input and content." Said Zane. 

"I look forward to my time with Dancenorth in Townsville as it will give me the necessary time and 

space to further explore my practice and project whilst engaging with this dynamic organisation." 

Said Zane.  

Dancenorth have expanded their support within the sector by offering five A.R.T. residencies in 

2018 between April and December including two Dance residencies, one Indigenous Cross-

artform residency and two Community residencies. 

The A.R.T. residencies provide an invaluable mentoring opportunity, connecting the practitioners 

with exposure to Dancenorth Artistic Director Kyle Page, Associate Artistic Director Amber Haines 

and Executive Director Hillary Coyne, to enable and facilitate a sharing of knowledge and 

creative vison, whilst also creating a reciprocal exchange. 

"In 2016 we dreamt up a program called A.R.T. in the hope that the program would enable a 

small but heartfelt offering of support to independent artists around Australia. 2018 sees 

Dancenorth go one better as we offer a number of fully funded residencies for individuals and 

groups. We are seriously excited to expand this program by offering financial support for two 

dance practitioners to spend two weeks living and working in the 

sublime tropical environment of North Queensland,” says Kyle. 



 

FOR ALL MEDIA ENQUIRIES 
Georgia Alexander // 0450 454 434 

georgiab@dancenorth.com.au 

 

 

As part of his A.R.T. Residency, Zane will be presenting part of his work Spirit to the community this 

Friday 26th October. This intimate exchange will then be followed by an Artist Talk Q+A session 

which will be facilitated by Perc Tucker Regional Gallery Director Jonathan McBurnie. This is a free 

showing. To register your attendance please visit: https://bit.ly/2OA7dZM 

DATE: Friday 26th October 

TIME: 5.30pm 

LOCATION: Dancenorth Theatre, Townsville 
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MEDIA INTERVIEWS 

Interviews with Zane Saunders and Kyle Page are available upon request. 
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RESIDENCY BIOGRAPHY 

Artist Zane Saunders who is of Aboriginal descent, lives in Northern Queensland Australia. Zane 

identifies with the (Butchulla) and (Goongari) Peoples of Southern Queensland.  

In the performance arena, Zane drives a very singular performance and installation agenda. His 

works include the use of strong visual art motif's and influences from cultural references, sound, 

screen media and contemporary performance, Zane crafts one-off performances embedded in 

story and location.  

Zane describes his performances or dance style as 'Artistic Movement', a deep theatrical play in 

particular space and time. Artist performs a ritualistically incorporeal language, drawing on his 

esoteric cultural roots, entwined in religious influences. Behind his work and expressive output, is a 

motivation to reconnect with his ancestral spirituality, prompting himself and asking audiences to 

engage, re- imagine and utilise their cultural origins, to find solidarity within and solace of mind 

and heart.  

Over the past 15 years, Zane has developed a very deep and unique approach to contemporary 

performance, drawing from his indigenous cultural heritage, and from the many experiences of 

contemporary society. Importantly, this work is placed in many diverse settings and contexts, 

transforming formal spaces and re-invigorating informal spaces. Zane employs all manner of 

mediums and media, in realising visually stunning and critically challenging work.  

Drawing from his strong visual arts background, he utilises modern 
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devices, everyday objects, lo-tech gadgets, natural materials and found objects in building 

immersive installation environments in which to perform. Zane's visual art is in many collections, 

including the National Gallery of Australia, and the National Gallery of Victoria. In 2011 Zane 

participated in an Australia Council artist in residence at Location One in New York in 2011 and 

performed at the first Indigenous Triennial 2010 (National Gallery Australia). Currently, Zane is in 

creative development for the new conceptual work Spirit, part of an Australia Council for the Arts 

new work program, 'Pilot Signature Works Innovation Lab'.   
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Dancenorth acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land and sea on which we operate, The 

Wulgurukaba and Bindal people. We pay respect to their elders past, present, and future. 
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Dancenorth is supported with funding from Regional Arts Fund, an 

Australian Government program that is designed to benefit regional 

and remote arts practitioners, arts workers, audiences and 

communities. 
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